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Q: “I tried to read the Hutchins et al. article, and figure out 
what they actually didn't like about NLA, but it was too hard to 
figure out. They obviously didn't understand it, and couldn't figure 
out that Stage 2 language consists completely of  actual mitigations 
of  Stage 1 language. That’s the ‘raw material’ they were looking 
for, but apparently didn’t believe was part of  NLA. NLA all ‘us-
age-based,’ so that should've answered a lot of  their questions.  

And they wanted Marge to come up with a new theory. I wondered 
why, because yours worked perfectly. Hard to argue with 15 years 
of  true qualitative research with real kids in a real clinic, but 
Hutchins et al. did! We hear stories every day about how well NLA 

supports are working all around the world, so we’re 
well beyond any need for ‘more research’ now, and moving on to 
the important next steps like older clients, and bilingual clients, and 
dyspraxic clients. But back to my question: when is the rebuttal go-
ing to be launched and how do I get to read it?” 

A: “The truth is that our rebuttal keeps getting better and 
better every day, as more and more of  you weigh in on your own 
experience with gestalt language processors or lived experience as a 
GLP yourself. We thought about all kinds of  avenues for its 

1



launch, including the journal it came from, but we learned about 
that journal’s reputation and it may not be a good choice. Another 
avenue might be preferable.” 

“We don’t have to defend ourselves to answer Hutchins et al. 

Fifteen years of  research backs up NLA. And all 
the stories, anecdotes, and lived experiences we hear help to create 
a newer data-base. The original qualitative research from the 80's 
provided the theories about gestalt language development that 
NLA demonstrated, and the current groundswell of  additional sto-
ries further validates it. The research-based NLA supports are not 
‘theory’ at all because they come directly from the research itself.” 

“We think that maybe the launching of  the rebuttal will happen at 
the UK Gestalt Language Processors Conference in September/
October, and then will occupy a place on this website. But stay 
tuned to this space, because there might be a preview coming 
soon!”  
 
https://crowdcomms-ltd.reg.crowdcomms.com/gestalt-language-
processors-2024-conference/register 

“Many of  you had said there’s just no reason for a rebuttal 
at all, that the Hutchins et al. article itself  offered nothing except 
critique after critique after critique 
of  NLA and asked for a different 
‘theory.’ The original research-
backed theory was so amply sup-
ported with fifteen years of  clinical 
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research that this makes us chuckle.  Did Hutchins et al. provide 
the real ‘red herring’ that we can just let swim in its own little circle 
while the rest of  us continue to changing lives for the better?” 

“The other most common comment we hear about the rebuttal-in-
the-making is something like the one we received this morning. 
‘Don’t stress yourself  out too much with a timeline…in the mean-
time, you have an army of  people…continuing to provide rebuttals 
every day.’ “  

“We hear versions of  this multiple times each day as well: ‘Clini-
cians and parents are providing rebuttals every day when they ap-

plaud the progress children are making. NLA is here to 
stay, and its growth around the world is testimony to how much 
it resonates with everyone…’ “ 
 
“And this: ‘You wonder why no one but aba criticized NLA in the 
nineteen years since it came out in 2005? Remember the old days 
when research put everyone in a group and tried out a theory? And 
it worked to some extent for some of  the people, and ended with 
an appeal for more research? That’s what EBP used to mean. Well, 
those days are over. The pandemic changed all that, and gave us all 

a level playing field where parent, autistic, and clinician 
voices matter! Now parents and clinicians all over the world have 
access to what works!’ “  

“So in the meantime, if  your program, clinic, or school 
is in anyway befuddled by the Hutchins et al. critique and can’t fig-
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ure out what they’re saying in the first place and why it even mat-
ters, please email us! We offer free consultations to anyone any-
where, and would be glad to talk to your group to help them un-
derstand how to identify a red herring, and how to understand the 
real importance of  clinical research, we will help!” 

“Now, let’s all get onto the business of  supporting gestalt language 
processing, analytic language processing, and everything in be-
tween! Our kids are counting on us to see each and every one of  
them as individuals, and to make good decisions that support 
them.” 

communicationdevelopmentcenter@gmail.com 
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